Caveat medicus! Pulmonary hypertension in the elderly: a word of caution.
Heart failure with preserved ejection fraction (HFpEF) is a common but under-recognized cause of pulmonary hypertension (PH), particularly among the elderly. While elevated pulmonary artery pressures are clearly associated with increased mortality in HFpEF, it remains unknown whether or how pulmonary vascular disease in HFpEF should be treated. This case emphasizes the importance of maintaining a high index of suspicion for HFpEF in elderly patients presenting with PH and illustrates potential hazards associated with selective pulmonary vasodilation in this growing population.